
SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNCIL 

DEPARTMENT FOR CHILDREN, ADULTS AND HEALTH 

 

PROPOSAL TO AMALGAMATE RAYSFIELD INFANT SCHOOL AND RAYSFIELD JUNIOR SCHOOL 

 

South Gloucestershire Council is proposing to amalgamate   

Raysfield Infant School, Finch Road, Chipping Sodbury, South Gloucestershire BS37 6JE and 

Raysfield Junior School, Finch Road, Chipping Sodbury, South Gloucestershire BS37 6JE with effect 

from 1 September 2020. 

This will mean that instead of there being two separate schools, there will be one primary school 

providing for children aged 4-11 years. Both the existing  schools are Community in legal status and 

it is intended that the proposed primary school would have the same legal status.  

The reasons for the proposal are as follows: 

1. Raysfield Infant School (4-7 years) and Raysfield Junior School (8-11 years) are companion 

schools on the same site. They serve the area of south east Yate and Chipping Sodbury. The 

two schools work closely together within the Raysfield Federation under a joint governing 

body and executive head teacher but remain, legally, separate schools. 

2. During 2019, the governors and leadership team of the schools have been discussing the 

possibility of amalgamation. Advisers from the Local Authority have supported these 

discussions. 

3. In February and March 2020 a wider consultation took place with parents and the school 

community. The response to the proposal for amalgamation was overwhelmingly 

favourable. 

4. If an amalgamation was to go ahead, the Raysfield Schools would become a single primary  

school serving the whole 4-11 years age range with a Planned Admission Number of 60 ( the 

same as applies to the existing schools).  Other primary phase schools in the area are already 

organised on the basis of 4-11 years schools. 

5. The potential advantages of amalgamation are: 

 strengthening the ability of the schools to secure further improvements, 

aligned approaches and therefore higher standards and better outcomes 

for the children; 

 the commitment to offer a seamless 4-11 years primary curriculum; 

 providing a clearer framework to monitor the needs, development and 

progress of children for the whole period of primary education; 

 improved and more consistent support for, and communication with, 

parents and carers; 

 providing opportunities for staff across the whole primary age range and 

extending the availability of staff expertise; 

 making more effective use of resources and avoiding duplication so that 

available funds can be concentrated on the classroom; 

 making more effective use of buildings and accommodation across the 

whole site; 



 working to a single budget, staff structure and Ofsted inspection process.   

 

Children at the existing schools at the time of the proposed amalgamation would transfer 

automatically to the amalgamated primary school unless parents wished otherwise. 

 

The legal process for achieving the proposed amalgamation within government regulations is:  

 to discontinue the two existing schools (infants and juniors)  

 Immediately to create one new school (primary) 

The required Statutory Notices setting out the proposals are attached to this document. 

The proposed primary school would be located on the existing Raysfield Schools site, which is in the 

freehold ownership of South Gloucestershire Council, and housed in the existing buildings. Detailed 

use of the site and buildings would be the responsibility of the governing body.  

The legal status of the proposed school would be Community and the Planned Admission Number 

would be 60 places in each year. The school would provide for both girls and boys aged between 4 

and 11 years. 

Admission arrangements to the proposed school would be according to South Gloucestershire Local 

Authority’s agreed policies for admissions to community and voluntary controlled schools. The 

school would serve the same area of south east Yate and Chipping Sodbury served by the existing 

infant and junior schools. Home to school transport would be according to the Authority’s agreed 

policies. It is not anticipated that the proposal would increase car useage. 

 

The proposed school would be funded from the Dedicated Schools Grant on a per pupil basis. It 

would be the responsibility of the governing body to determine spending from within the school’s 

total budget. 

 

It would be for the governing body of the proposed school to determine the staffing arrangements. 

There will be a period of formal consultation with staff under locally agreed policies for schools. 

 

There are no capital funding implications arising directly from this proposal.  

 

The curriculum provision in the proposed school would be in accordance with National Curriculum 

requirements and guidance and appropriate provision and arrangements for children with special 

educational needs. 

 

It is not anticipated that this proposal at Raysfield will have any effect, including adverse effect, on 

other schools in the area. 

 



Anyone interested in this proposal is invited to make comments on the proposal.  

Responses should be sent by  29 May 2020  using: 

  E mail to CAHBusinessSupportBMR@southglos.gov.uk 

Or by post to: 

  South Gloucestershire Council, Department for Children and Health 

  PO Box 1955 

  Bristol BS37 5AF 

  (for the attention of Tony Saunders) 

 

The deadline for the receipt of responses is the end of   Friday 29 May 2020. 

After the end of the response period, the Council will make a final decision on the proposal and this 

will be published on the Council website. 

 

Date of Publication:   1 May 2020 

 

Attached:   Statutory Notices 
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