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Federation Newsletter - FEBRUARY 
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

At Raysfield we have been so busy, term three has just flown by! Our Explore 

term is inspiring young scientists throughout our school and I have learned so 

much from our pupils when I have been in their lessons! I hope you are all 

enjoying the projects too  

 

Improvement update 

At the beginning of this term, we had a very positive visit from school improvement advisors 

within the Local Authority. They have been visiting both schools regularly over the last two years 

to assess the standards of education.  

We knew things were improving, but it was great to have this validation. Here are some 

of the highlights from our report: 

“There have been substantial improvements in the quality of teaching and learning from previous 

reviews.  There is now a much-improved climate for learning and teachers’ confidence has improved 

significantly.   

The link between English and the wider curriculum has been instrumental in giving real purpose to 

writing, which is engaging pupils – this is especially evident in how boys are responding to writing. 

The changes in subject leadership have had a fundamental impact on the quality of teaching and 

learning in both English and Mathematics.  The mathematics leader has enabled staff to implement the 

approach the school has chosen for the subject and has provided training that has impacted on practice 

and pedagogy. 

There has been a change in the school approach to behaviour management.  The policy is around 

building positive relationships with children alongside clearly stepped consequences that are in the 

reviewers eyes consistently applied.  There was no poor behaviour observed during the course of the 

review and behaviours for learning have improved significantly. 

The evidence of the review is that this is a ‘Good’ school in the view of the Local Authority and has 

transformed itself from where it was twelve months ago.” 

We are really proud of these improvements and confident we’re going from strength to 

strength. 
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This is my first winter at Raysfield and I have been surprised by 

how muddy the site is during times of wet weather during our 

winter season. Whilst recognising that the Play Pod has made a 

very positive impact on our playtimes, there is still more to do in 

order to improve our play spaces. We are keen to do this for 

several reasons: Firstly, to reduce the mud on the playground 

and secondly, to provide the children with a broader range of 

activities and extend the play spaces for the winter period. 

We have two things planned that will help 

this. We have purchased a Multi-User Games 

Area to extend the play spaces. We hope to 

have this installed within the next few months. 

In addition to this, we have decided to 

remove the large tree outside the junior 

classrooms. Whilst being committed to our 

environment, the tree roots have been 

causing some significant problems with our 

internal pipework that leads to the children’s 

toilets and it makes the classrooms very dark. We will be planting a tree in place of the tree 

somewhere else in our grounds. Once this tree is removed, we have plans to change the 

outside surface, which will take some time for the school to raise funds for. However, working as 

a team alongside our Friend of Raysfield PTA we have some clear goals. 

Congratulations and thankyou to the Friends of Raysfield PTA, who raised a 

whopping £544 on the discos this week. Thank you to all of you who were able to 

volunteer to support the event.  

We have very much enjoyed building a positive relationship with 

the NSPCC, who have lead assemblies, ran workshops in our older 

classes and our Year 3 learners are running a sponsored exercise 

event today. Your sponsorship money does need to be 

returned by 28th February.  

In addition to this we are running a workshop for parents on 

Tuesday 25th February. Please come along – you are all welcome! 

The event will be held in the junior hall at 9am. A letter inviting you 

has been emailed today. 

AMALGAMATION NEWS  Thank you for all responses so far. Please have a read of the consultation 

paper and have your say.  Responses need to be returned by 13th March 

https://www.raysfieldschoolsfederation.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Amalgamation-Raysfield-

Consultation-Leaflet-Feb-2020.pdf 
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Congratulations to Year 5! 

Our Year 5 project this term has been AMBITIOUS. They have challenged themselves to 

improve and create a beautiful garden in the middle of the school. This area is a 

difficult space to improve as it gets very little light and is largely concrete.  

I have been so impressed with their determination. Year 5 have written to several local 

companies and managed to raise some money in order to support the project…watch 

this space. 

We placed a feedback box in the entrance of the school to see what the children 

thought of the Play Pod. We thought you would all be interested in hearing some of 

their views… 

 

 

I love the 
Play Pod 

I like the 
tyres 

The Play 
Pod is 

super fun! 

I like the 
cushions 

We would like 
to have some 
more skipping 
ropes – we like 

it. 
I love the play Pod 
because you can 
do gymnastics. 

We would like 
more cardboard 

tubes 

Science competition 

Please do not forget to take part in the 

Science Poster Competition if you are not 

sure what to fill your half term holiday with! 

Go the following link for all the details 

https://www.raysfieldschoolsfederation.org.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2020/01/2019-20-Poster-

Competition-Letter.pdf 

Have a wonderful half term break 

everybody and thank you for your 

continued support, it is much appreciated. 

Mrs Hill 
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