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Helping your child to improve the 
basics: sentence structure.

Simple sentences

Compound sentences

Complex sentences

Complex and written in different ways



Clauses

• Sentences are made up of clauses
• A clause is a group of words about:

* an event (e.g. She went to the cinema.)
* a situation (e.g. She wanted to see the film.)

• Clauses have a subject and a verb
* She walked through the forest.
* The autumn leaves were beautiful.



Simple sentences

• A phrase is a group of words which act as one 
unit.

• Clauses provide extra information (subject and 
verb)

E.G
Phrase: The autumn leaves.
Clause: The autumn leaves were beautiful.
Or      The autumn leaves swayed in the breeze.



Simple sentences

• Simple sentences are made up of main 
clauses.

• A main clause makes sense on its own.
• They may differ in length, but all have one 

idea and no connective. E.g.
*The forest was dark.
*The forest was really dark at night.
*The forest was menacingly dark once night fell.



Connectives

• A connective is any word or phrase that links 
clauses or sentences.

• Connectives can be:
*Conjunctions (e.g. and, but, so, while, also)
*Adverbs (e.g. eventually, suddenly)
*Adverbial phrases (e.g. as long as, now that, 
Earlier that day, )
*semi colons



Compound sentences (FANBOYS)

• Compound sentences have 2 or more main 
clauses.

• One is not dependent on the other
• They are joined with conjunctions: FANBOYS

For, and, nor, but, or, yet, so
*I used to be Snow White but I drifted!
*The forest path was eerie yet I carried on.



Have a go: FANBOYS
Try to make your own sentences, using and, but, or, so (XT nor, yet)

The clock struck midnight…
She knew it would terrify her…
The forest was dark and gloomy…
No-one else had been brave enough to 
volunteer…
Something was lurking in the shadows…



Complex sentences

• Complex sentences have a main clause and a 
subordinate clause (extra information).

• Commas separate the clauses.
• Other conjunctions (subordinating) join the clauses.

WABBITS
E.g: The forest was becoming darker, as the 
moon drifted behind the clouds.



WABBITS

• While, when, which, who
• Although, As
• Because
• Before
• If
• Though
• Since



Have a go: WABBITS
Try to make your own sentences, using while, which, although, as, because, before, 

if, though, since.

The clock struck midnight…
She knew it would terrify her…
The forest was dark and gloomy…
No-one else had been brave enough to 
volunteer…
Something was lurking in the shadows…

There are many other conjunctions: therefore, however, consequently, in 
addition…



Complex sentences, in different ways.

Even though it was frightening, Kate crept 
through the forest.
Kate crept through the forest, even though it 
was frightening.

Kate, even though it was frightening, crept 
through the forest.                      (an embedded clause)



Starting sentences with adverbials

Adverbials answer the questions; when, where, 
with whom, how, why?
Reaching down carefully, Joe picked up the 
precious stone. (HOW?)
Earlier that morning, Jack had done something 
very wrong. (WHEN?)
Just so that others were impressed, she laughed 
out loud at her teacher. (WHY?)



Summary: how to help?

• Use this presentation to remind you and your 
child.

• Start simply and build up.
• Ask your child to read their work out loud, to 

help punctuate.
• Prompt them to spot / highlight key parts (e.g. 

conjunctions used, adverbials or a main clause).

• Not just “Do your work,” but “Try to do it 
really well.”


	Helping your child with writing:�Fanboys, Wabbits and other strange things!
	Helping your child to improve the basics: sentence structure.
	Clauses
	Simple sentences
	Simple sentences
	Connectives
	Compound sentences (FANBOYS)
	Have a go: FANBOYS�Try to make your own sentences, using and, but, or, so (XT nor, yet)
	Complex sentences
	WABBITS
	Have a go: WABBITS�Try to make your own sentences, using while, which, although, as, because, before, if, though, since.
	Complex sentences, in different ways.
	Starting sentences with adverbials
	Summary: how to help?

