
Spelling, Punctuation 

and Grammar
An introduction for parents.



What are we going to look at?

 Why the teaching of spelling, grammar and punctuation is a top priority.

 An example of what the new Key Stage 1 SPaG test will look like.

 How we teach SPaG in school.

 How you can help your child at home.



Why is SPaG important?

 Accurate spelling, punctuation and grammar are an essential life skill.

 “I want that sweat.”

 National Curriculum 2014 requirements – there is a much stronger emphasis 

on correct spelling, grammar and punctuation (for example all children in KS1 

are now expected to understand and use commas and apostrophes correctly.)



What will the Year 2 SPaG Test look like?



What will the Year 2 SPaG Test look like?

Paper 1 - spelling

 1. Give the spelling number 

 2. Say: The word is… 

 3. Read the context sentence 

 4. Repeat: The word is…

 Eg The word is baking. 

 My grandad was baking a cake. 

 The word is baking.



Which words is my child expected to spell 

correctly?
(see also the appendix of ‘regular’ spellings that the children 

are taught and expected to use correctly.)

Year 1 common exception words Year 2 common exception words

the, a, do, to, today, of, said, says, 

are, were, was, is, his, has, I, you, 

your, they, be, he, me, she, we, no, 

go, so, by, my, here, there, where, 

love, come, some, one, once, ask, 

friend, school, put, push, pull, full, 

house, our

door, floor, poor, because, find, kind, mind, behind, 

child, children, wild, climb, most, only, both, old, 

cold, gold, hold, told, every, everybody, even, great, 

break, steak, pretty, beautiful, after, fast, last, past, 

father, class, grass, pass, plant, path, bath, hour, 

move, prove, improve, sure, sugar, eye, could, 

should, would, who, whole, any, many, clothes, busy, 

people, water, again, half, money, Mr, Mrs, parents, 

Christmas



What will the Year 2 SPaG Test look like?

Paper 2 – grammar, punctuation and 

vocabulary questions.



How is my child taught SPaG in school?

 Daily phonics lessons

 Daily ‘grammar warm up’ sessions

 Homework

 Classroom resources

 Marking and feedback – ‘pink to think’ ‘green for great’



How can I help my child at home?

 Daily reading at home, discuss spellings of words

 Daily practice of spelling homework, Look, Say, Analyse, Cover, Write, Check

 Use letter names to ‘chant’ tricky word spellings

 Look for the ‘tricky’ part of a word eg Monday

 Mnemonics eg because

Big Elephants Cause Accidents Under Smaller Elephants

 Online resources and apps eg www.oxfordowl.co.uk



Questions


