
How do we promote British values at Raysfield Infants’ School? 

A definition of the Values and principles of the UK 

(Life in the United Kingdom (A Guide for New Residents 3rd Edition) – TSO publication – Home Office 2013) 

‘British society is founded on fundamental values and principles which all those living in the UK should respect and support.  These values are reflected in the responsibilities, rights and privileges of being a 

British citizen or permanent resident of the UK.  They are based on history and traditions and are protected by law, customs and expectations.  There is no place in British society for extremism or 

intolerance.’ 

‘The fundamental principles of British life are defined as: 

 Democracy 

 The rule of Law 

 Individual liberty 

 Tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs 

 Participation in community life’ 

How do we promote British Values? 

At Raysfield we are proud of the way children grow to understand and carry out the school values which include; 

- Sharing 

- Caring 

- Helping 

- Aspiring  

- Fairness  

- Being independent  

- Following the Happy School Plan 

- Understanding self and others 

It is the role of our School Council to help their friends uphold our values; they have a key part to play in the school’s visioning process and have the opportunity to shape the future through being given the chance to 

lead in activities which demand democratic decision making. 

We believe that understanding being British in the Early Years first means having an understanding of who they are within the family, their school and the local community. The curriculum also provides 

opportunities for our children to understand the wider surrounding area of Bristol, the UK, Europe and the Global Community, in fact ‘Global links’ is a key driver of our school curriculum.   

Key related documents: Values tree, School council minutes, The School Curriculum, Independence skills map, Assembly plans, School Calendars, policy file 
 



British Values – Overview  

British Value What does it mean? How do we do it? How does this link to 
our School Values and 
Independence themes? 

Democracy 
 
Linked to SEAL 
theme – new 
beginnings and 
independence 
theme 
‘responsibility’ 

 Understanding and promoting 
public institutions and services 

 Understanding how people can 
influence decision making 
through democratic processes 

 Taking part in decision making 

 Understanding how elections 
work; fairness and equality  

 Expressing views clearly 

 Pupil involvement in visioning days 

 Involvement of the school council in creating action plans for 
development based on the ideas of their peers and 
encouraging reflection and review  

 Holding elections for school council 

 Running school council meetings with a Chair and ensuring 
that minutes are taken just as they would be in a local council 
meeting 

 Using the school council to contribute to school improvement 

 Taking the responsibility to represent the views of their peers 

 Using the outcomes of votes to influence decision making   

 Visits/visitors linked to local councils 

 Understanding the role of governors through the class link 
Governor role 

 Encouragement to reflect on choices and behaviours during 
circle times, e.g. linked to school assembly themes  

 Fairness  

 Sharing  

 Caring  
 

 Being responsible 
‘Billy’ 

 

 Being reflective 
‘Blue Roo’! 

The Rule of Law 
 
Linked to SEAL 
theme – getting on 
and falling out and 
independence 
theme ‘reflective 
learner’ 

 Understanding rules and why 
they are needed 

 Distinguishing right from wrong 

 Understanding how laws are 
made 

 The concept of justice 

 School rules are made clear through the expectations of the 
‘Happy School Plan’(HSP) 

 The HSP has a high profile around the school, it Is displayed in 
every classroom, in the hall and more public areas, as well as 
the school prospectus, information pack and website 

 The School’s behaviour policy makes rewards and sanctions 
very clear and is consistently implemented across the school 

 The School provides support for the social and emotional 
development of children on a daily basis through mediation 
and review of behaviour, misunderstandings etc. Other 
opportunities are provided for targeted children through 

 Trust 

 Forgiveness 

 Justice 

 Humility 

 Truthfulness  

 Respect 
 

 Being curious 
‘Marcel’ the monkey 

 

 Taking responsibility 



inclusion in ‘Crafty Club’ 

 The ‘Thin Ice Book’ helps to reinforce the HSP and supports 
children in understanding the difference between right and 
wrong whilst helping them to think about making the right 
choices 

‘Billy’ the bulldog 

Individual Liberty 
 
Linked to SEAL 
theme going for 
goals and 
independence 
theme ‘motivated 
learner’  

 Self-knowledge, self-esteem 
and self-belief 

 Responsibility for behaviour 

 Freedom of speech 
 

 Ensuring children understand their rights and responsibilities 
through their knowledge of the school behaviour 
expectations 

 Providing our children with the freedom and the 
responsibility to make their own decisions affecting their 
learning and behaviour choices whilst teaching them to 
recognise how their decisions can affect the life of the school 
and impact both positively and negatively on others 

 Children and parents understand the anti-bullying policy and 
are supported in developing strategies to deal with potential 
incidents of bullying through the curriculum and guidance 
leaflets 

 Stereotypes are challenged through the  review of resources, 
practices and policy 

 Children are rewarded for achieving personalised targets 
and are fully involved in the target setting and getting 
process   

 Children are trusted to act appropriately and provided with 
opportunities to make choices and act responsibly, for 
example, taking the role of lunchtime monitor or pre-school 
play leader 

 Children are encouraged to assess the risks they take during 
playtimes e.g. playing in the beach area or on the Woodland 
Trail 

 They know that breaking trust leads to sanctions but also that 
they will be expected to actively engage in ‘putting things 
right’ 

 Themes of personal freedom are explored at age appropriate 

 Courage 

 Creativity 

 Hope 

 Wisdom 

 Perseverance 

 Thankfulness 
 

 Taking responsibility 
‘Billy’ 



levels across different contexts, for example in story writing 
children are encouraged to reflect on the motives of 
characters such as the wolf in the ‘Three Little Pigs’. How did 
the wolf’s behaviour impinge on the freedom and liberty of 
the pigs? 

 Using strategies such as ‘decision alley’ enables them to 
consider the impact of a particular decisions and how things 
could be different if a different decision was made 

Mutual respect and 
tolerance of those 
with different faiths 
and beliefs 
 
Linked to the SEAL 
theme good to be 
me and the 
independence 
theme ‘creative 
learner’ 

 Respect differences 

 Understand and respect other 
cultures 

 Challenge prejudicial and 
discriminatory behaviour 

 Awareness of differences in 
aspects such as faith, gender, 
sexuality, families 

 Encouragement to recognise that everyone has a right to 
practice their own religion or to choose not to associate 
themselves with any religion without prejudice 

 Acts of worship in school are broadly Christian based and 
involve church groups and the local clergy; this reflects the 
fact that British values have been historically informed by the 
Christian faith. 

 Our curriculum is founded on a commitment to promote 
respect for equality, diversity and new learning about 
cultures and religions through visits to places of worship and 
visits from people of other faiths 

 PHSE, SEAL and SACRE: The ‘culture box’ is used to promote 
respect for and interest in learning about the faiths, beliefs 
and languages in our school and how our school fits into the 
local national and international community 

 Policies reflect our understanding of Social, moral and 
spiritual development 

 The RE curriculum encompasses all major faiths as well as 
Christianity 

 Inclusive practice for all is reflected in the SEN, Inclusion and 
equalities policies 

 SEAL and PHSE:  These schemes help to drive the focus of 
assemblies and contain a range of topics specifically aimed at 
stimulating discussions and recognition of respect for all 
accessed through themes such as ‘Good to be me’ 

 Compassion 

 Friendship 

 Generosity 

 Respect and 
reverence 

 Peace 
 
Being motivated ‘Gina’ 
 
Being creative ‘Zoe’  
 
 



 School policies are upheld and promoted by all staff, including 
the Behaviour and Discipline policy, E safety and Home School 
Agreements.  These promote fairness and responsibility for 
one’s own behaviour and for that of others through 
appropriate reporting systems 

 Class and whole school assemblies always promote respect, 
often with reference to our values tree 

 Teachers and all staff promote respect by modelling a 
professional attitude and by promoting it in their teaching 
and across the school community 

Participation in 
community life  
 
Linked to the SEAL 
theme of 
relationships and 
the independence 
theme ‘collaborative 
learner’ 

 Understanding the value of 
family life 

 Understanding their role in the 
community 

 Listening to the voice of the 
community  

 Using ideas to made by the 
community to make positive 
change 

 Widening perspectives 

 Opening minds 

 Citizenship  

 Create and maintain positive relationships with parents and the 
community through effective communication – newsletters, website 
posts, text 

 Listen to parent voice and act upon suggested solutions by the 
parent council 

 Participation in community life, visiting local places of worship, 
inviting the clergy into school, taking part in local festivals, singing at 
care homes, singing on Victorian Day 

 Taking into account parent view through consultations on important 
decisions related to school policies 

 Using areas identified through the annual parent questionnaires to 
inform focuses for debate at parent forums 

 Participation by the community in events organised by the RHSA 

 The schools links with the wider community enrich children’s 
understanding of the world beyond Chipping Sodbury 

 Global links support children’s understanding of the global 
community and  the differences between their community and that 
of others  

 Family life 

 Respect 

 Communication 

 Togetherness 
 
Working together 
collaboratively ‘Ollie’ 
 



 

 

Year Group Democracy Rule of Law Individual Liberty Mutual Respect Tolerance of those of 
Different Faiths 

Foundation School council 
representation 
Circle times 
Jobs focus – term 3 
Rules to be fair – decision 
making 
Foundation stage ethos 
Child initiated learning 
 
 

HSP 3 x and out! 
Structure of the school 
day 
Listening rules 
Visual clues to support 
children to follow the 
rules 
HSP stickers 
Responsible 
stickers/yellow faces 

Child initiated play ‘ the 
hub’ – decision making 
Behaviour plan 
Special jobs for individual 
children 
Sept risk assessment 
Feelings boards provide a 
chance for the child to 
reflect and an adult to 
engage with the child’s 
emotions 

Special box 
Say sorry 
(modelled expectations) 
Birthday celebrations 
 

Culture box 
Special box 
Assemblies  
 

Year 1 School council 
representation 
Opportunities to vote, i.e. 
for story 
Children taught that we 
go with the majority 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Own rules created for the 
book corner 
Children help to set rules 
for golden time etc. 
Children taught to say 
sorry 
Debriefed after incidents 

Children choose a 
sensible learning place 
And a sensible learning 
partner 
Every child is listened to 
and encouraged to 
express their opinion 
Feelings boards provide a 
chance for the child to 
reflect and an adult to 
engage with the child’s 
emotions 

Promoted through class 
stories 
Children reminded that 
all are special as each 
other 
Working with talk 
partners – you have to 
listen 
Celebrating birthdays  
 

RE curriculum  
Assemblies  

Year 2 School council ask for 
opinions and ideas 
Voting on activities 
Ask for opinions 
 
 
 
 
 

Class rules term 1 linked 
to whole school rules 
Rewards stickers – 
golden book and golden 
time 

Circle time 
Sharing experiences 
Feelings boards provide a 
chance for the child to 
reflect and an adult to 
engage with the child’s 
emotions 

Expectations of team 
work 
Celebrating birthdays  - 
birthday claps 
 

RE curriculum 
Assemblies 
Show and tell 


